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understand, every effort of the human spirit to grope its way
towards the Kingdom of God.

Efforts to win the Parsis for Christ began with the mission
of Dr Wilson, founder of the great Christian College which
keeps his name familiar in Bombay. John Wilson, F.R.S.,
was one of the giants of missionary story. Elderly Parsis who
remember him agree in speaking of the universal regard and
affection which the Parsis came to feel towards him in the
later part of his career. They say that at first he was a very
polemical missionary, and raised bitter hostility to himself and
his religion. Ultimately he came to realize that this attitude
was doing more harm than good, devoted himself to educa-
tional and philanthropic work, and did more for the cause ol
Christianity by his personal charm and his untiring zeal in
doing good than he had ever done by his fiery attacks on
Parsi religion. This is not difficult to believe, for his published
controversial writings are extremely fierce. We shall ask
presently whether the attitude of this great scholar and
missionary is really so inconsistent as it seems with the very
different line ventured in this book. About the personal
influence of Wilson there is in any case no question. A beau-
tiful appreciation of his saintliness and benevolence is given
in that little masterpiece, Mr Jogendra Singh's life of Malabari.
The one sure way of Christian propaganda was illustrated
powerfully in him:

The fruit 01 the righteous is a tree of life;
And he that is wise winneth souls.1

For ' winning souls' is a bigger thing than ever baptisms can
measure; and we may be sure that many a Parsi who saw
Christ reflected in John Wilson entered the Unseen prepared,
like Saul by the sight of Stephen, to recognize and adore the
Face that shines unveiled on the other side.

The earliest converts to Protestant Christianity were two
youths who were baptized by Dr Wilson in May 1839.

i Proverbs n80.